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Whether, for the primitive good and evil have a value
which differs from ours, has nothing to do with the case ;
his naturalism leads to legislation—that is the chief point.
Morality is no misconception, conceived by an ambitious
Moses upon Sinai, but something inherent irf the laws of
life and fashioned like a house or a ship or any other cultural
instrument  in the normal process of life.    The natural
flow of libido, this very middle path, involves a complete
obedience to the fundamental laws of human nature, and
there can positively be no higher moral principle than that
harmony with natural laws whose accord gives the libido
the direction in which life's optimum lies.    The optimum
of life is not to be found upon the line of crude egoism,
since   man,   whose   fundamental   make-up   discerns   an
absolutely indispensable meaning   in the happiness he
brings to his neighbour, can never win his life's optimum
upon the line of egoism.    An unbridled craving for indi-
vidual pre-eminence is equally unfitted to achieve this
optimum, since the collective element is so strongly rooted
in  man that his   yearning   for   fellowship destroys all
pleasure in naked egoism,   The optimum of life can be
gained only by obedience to the tidal laws of the libido,
by which systole alternates with diastole, laws which pro-
vide happiness and the necessary limitations, even setting
the life-tasks of the individual  nature, without whose
accomplishment life's optimum can never be achieved.   If
the attainment of this way consisted in a mere surrender
to instinct, which is what is really meant by the bewailer
of " naturalism ", the profoundest philosophical speculation
and the whole history of the human mind would have
no sort of raison d'etre.   Yet, as we study the Upanishad
philosophy, the impression grows gn us that the attainment
of the path is not just the simplest of tasks.   Our western
air of superiority in the presence of Indian understanding
is a part of our essential barbarism, for which any true

